
Curriculum Map 
TENTATIVE SCHOOL YEAR PLAN 

 September 1- October 6 October 13- November 17 November 21- December 19 January 

6th grade     

Goal (s) 
 
 
 

 

1. To utilize innovative thinking and creativity 

2. To create pieces of art and utilize strategies that are of personal significance to one’s identity 
3. To utilize a variety of new materials and to see new materials as art-making tools 
4. To understand the importance of art to a community’s values/identity 

 

To understand what 

people think about the 

natural world; to know the 

ways nature/ecology can 

affect our identity and 

daily lives 

Big Ideas & 
artistic 

inspirations 
 
 
 
 

PLACE: MEMORY 

 
Pepón Osorio; Renee Stout 

PLACE: COMMUNITY 
 

Works Progress Administration 

muralists; Michael Pilato 

PLACE: INNOVATION 
 
Greg Kloehn; Loy Bowlin; Do Ho Suh; 

Richard Serra 

ECOLOGY AS 

ADVOCACY 
Mark Dion 

Robert Adams 

Barbara Kruger 

Essential 
Questions 

 
 
 
 

 

1. What can we learn about ourselves by examining the various places we associate with in our lives? 

2. Are we able to construct a place that is truly representative of our interests/identity? --What would this look 

like? 

3. What impact does a community have on art? 

4. How is a memory, community, and/or an innovation impacted by place? 

-How can we discuss 

ecology in our artwork and 

make a statement about 

advocacy? 

-How can we preserve the 

world around us through 

various mediums of art? 

NAEA 
Standards 

 
 
 

 

VA:Cr2.1.6a- Demonstrate 

openness in trying new ideas, 

materials, methods, and 

approaches in making work of 

art and design 

 

VA:Re.7.1.6a- Identify and interpret 

works of art or design that reveal 

how people live around the world 

and what they value 

 

VA:Cr1.2.6a- Formulate an artistic 

investigation of personally relevant 

content for creating art 

 

VA:Cn11.1.6a- Analyze 

how art reflects changing 

times, traditions, resources, 

and cultural uses 

Performance 
task(s) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Class discussion/dialogue, 

visualization experience, 

sketchbook brainstorming, 

introductions to new artists, 

creation of an altar piece/shrine 

associated with a memory of a 

place of significance  

 

Introduction to new artists/historical 

artists, interactive website activity, 

video discussions, interview of a 

community 

member/photographing significant 

aspects of students’ community, 

student presentations, 

collaborative public mural 

 

Mapping /sketching out of a significant 

place from students’ pasts, group 

discussions/critique,  introduction to new 

artists, research journal homework, 

construction of an ideal place from 

refrigerator cardboard box 

 

Explore various 

environmental issues in our 

community; create 

ecological advocacy 

posters to hang around 

the community and 

school; explore the works 

of Barbara Kruger 
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 February March April May June 

6th grade      
Goal (s) 

 
 
 

To appreciate others’ and 

own culture/ancestry;  to 

create art that is personally 

significant and relevant to 

self 

To utilize creative thinking 

strategies to learn about 

preserving and 

understanding 

celebrations through art 

To demonstrate an 

awareness of their lives 

and the lives of the 

surrounding community 

through various art-making 

experiences 

To formulate an 

understanding and 

appreciation of self and 

one’s unique story 

Utilizing skills learned from 

previous units, students will 

understand the ways to 

create narrative through 

art and book-making  

Big Ideas & 
artistic 

inspirations 
 
 
 
 

MY CULTURE 
 

Emma Amos 

Shirin Neshat 

CELEBRATION/ 

TRADITION 
 
http://www.folkartallian

ce.org/cbs-news-video/ 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

AS STORYTELLER 
 

Dorothea Lange 

NARRATIVE/ 

AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
 
Trenton Doyle Hancock 

BOOK MAKING 
 

 
Brian Dettmer 

Essential 
Questions 

 
 
 
 

 

-How does our 

ancestry/past affect the 

work that is made? 

-How can I convey my 

culture in my writing and 

creating? 

 

-What does a celebration 

do for the arts? 

-How can we celebrate 

each other’s talents and 

skills through art? 

 

-How can we tell a story 

through the medium of 

photography? 

- How can we experiment 

with the tools and 

strategies of a camera to 

strengthen an intended 

concept? 

 

-How can we create a 

character that embodies 

our true identity? 

-How can we look at 

artists, such as Hancock, 

and apply the same 

applications to our own 

artwork? 

 

-What are the various ways 

that we can create a 

unique book? What skills 

must be possess? 

-How can we create a 

book that is representative 

of our identity through the 

various elements?  

NAEA 
Standards 

 
 
 

 

VA:Cr1.2.6a- Formulate an 

artistic investigation of 

personally relevant 

content for creating art 

 

VA:Re.7.1.7a- Identify and 

interpret works of art or 

design that reveal how 

people live around the 

world and what they 

value? 

 

VA:Cn10.1.6a- Generate a 

collection of ideas 

reflecting current interests 

and concerns that could 

be investigated in art-

making 

 

VA:Cr3.1.6a- Reflect on 

whether personal artwork 

conveys the intended 

meaning and revise 

accordingly. 

 

VA:Cr2.1.6a- Demonstrate 

openness in trying new 

ideas, materials, methods, 

and approaches in 

making works of art and 

design 
Performance 

task(s) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Introduced to new artist 

Emma Amos; field trip/day 

trip to MOMA, where 

students will pick a piece 

of art that they identify 

with and can research the 

artist; students will present 

on this artist to the class; 

students interview a 

member of their family, 

learning more about their 

culture/ancestry/heritage 

 

Exploring what we are 

good at/identifying what is 

unique about ourselves; 

learn about Folk Art; 

students will design their 

own type of celebration 

display that shows their 

uniqueness (displayed at 

an open house night) 

 

Student research project 

on a famous 

photographer of interest 

and presentation to the 

class; in-class activity 

learning 

about/experimenting with 

DSLR cameras; 

photography project 

which tells a narrative 

about a cause 

 

Student sketchbook 

explorations to develop a 

character representative 

of themselves: hero(ine), 

alter ego, etc.; student 

writing to develop one’s 

personal narrative; library 

book doodling- writing in, 

drawing over, 

manipulating to create a 

personal narrative; group 

critiques 

 

Students will strengthen 

and take character from 

previous unit further in 

developing other 

characters, plots, settings, 

etc.; students will learn 

about the ways to create 

a book (binding, gluing, 

folding); students will make 

personalized books to sell 

at a book fair at the end of 

the year 
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