
A ED 401 
 

CURRICULA, PEDAGOGY, AND   

ASSESSMENT IN ART EDUCATION 

SPRING 2015 

 

 

Sec. 001: Tuesday & Thursday, 11:15 am-12:30 pm 

Instructor: Christina Hanawalt, Ph.D. Candidate in Art Education 

Location: 116 Borland 

Email: cad146@psu.edu 

Office Hours:  Tuesdays, 9:30-11am, 107 Arts Cottage 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Preparation of curricula, pedagogical, and assessment strategies for elementary/secondary school 

and museum art education programs. 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

 define, discuss, compare, and synthesize terminology, concepts, and relationships among 

curriculum, pedagogy, and assessment 

 

 summarize, discuss, and explain the complex field of curriculum in art education with 

particular attention to curriculum design, development, and theory 

 

 interpret, translate, and evaluate works of art, visual culture, art writing, exhibitions, and other 

sources into age and skill-level appropriate curricula, pedagogical practice, and assessment 

strategies 

 

 to create, explain, and evaluate assessment tools for students, teachers, and curricula; 

provide critical assessments of existing curriculum documents, and provide revisions and 

reasons for doing so;  

 

 read, evaluate, and apply a variety of curricular, pedagogical, and assessment strategies 

appropriate for elementary, secondary, and museum contexts 

 

 summarize, differentiate, and compare official, operational, hidden and other curricula, 

pedagogical strategies, and assessment strategies and approaches 

 

 translate, design, and evaluate curriculum ideas into pedagogical practice and assessment 

 

 create, explain, and evaluate lessons, units, and courses of study in visual art with sensitivity 

toward age, skill, cultural context, diversity, and other factors 

 

 observe and document your observations of learners and other teachers engaged in various 

art learning experiences 
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REQUIRED TEXTS & READINGS: 

Required Texts:  

1. Rethinking Curriculum in art, by Marilyn Stewart and Sydney Walker, 2001, ISBN-10: 087192692X, 

ISBN-13: 978-0871926920 

2. Understanding by Design, by Grant Wiggins and Jay McTighe, 2005, ISBN-10: 0131950843 | 

ISBN-13: 978-0131950849 | Edition: Expanded 2nd 

Additional readings: 

 will be hosted on the course ANGEL site in PDF format  

SUPPLIES: 

•  Hardbound, black 8.5” x 11” sketchbook or personal blog 

•  Additional artistic and technological supplies as needed for assignments 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

 

In Class Discussions and Participation (50 pts = 10 %) 

You must be prepared for each course discussion. You will generally be expected to contribute at 

least one question that links directly to the course readings and media during each class discussion. It 

is my expectation that you are a thoughtful, respectful participant in our course discussions and 

activities and that your questions deal directly with the course material. Participation in class activities 

provides students with common content, strategies, and experiences that will inform the design of 

their final curriculum projects. 

 

Written Responses (5 at 20 points each = 100pts = 20%) 

You will submit a written response to five of the course readings/topics. Please familiarize yourself with 

the course calendar and the reading topics identified for each week.  Select five topics from the 

following weeks: 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, and 13. By the end of the second week of the semester 

please type your name in the corresponding weeks on the Course Calendar in Google Docs. You 

may not do more than one response for any given week.  Responses are due by 11:59 pm the night 

before the reading is due in class. No make-up reading responses will be accepted. The purpose of 

the response is for you to synthesize issues presented in the readings, and to make direct correlations 

between theory, research, and practice. Preparation for these responses includes reading and 

reflecting thoughtfully about the course readings and their relevance to your current or future 

practice and experiences as an artist/educator/researcher.  

 

Written Responses must: 

 be uploaded to the ANGEL dropbox .  

 Include your complete name in the title and be saved in .doc or .docx format (example: 

ChristinaHanawalt.ResponseWeek1.docx). Responses not submitted in this format will not be 

assessed, and will be subject to the late work policy.  

 be between two and three typed,  double-spaced pages using a standard 12 point font and 

should stand on their own as concise, complete, and thoughtful pieces of academic writing.  

 be submitted on time. Responses submitted after the due dates are subject to the late-work 

policy.  
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Big Idea/ Curriculum Project Research (150 pts = 30%) 

Throughout the semester you will be developing the big idea for your Curriculum Project, which will 

require research, reflection, and creative approaches to idea development.  Your research will take 

on at least three forms: 

 

1. Big Idea Research and Development (30 points) 

This will include several assignments early in the semester such as:  

 Kara Walker research and concept map – 10 pts. 

 Palmer Museum of Art visit and research – 10 pts. 

 A completed Understanding by Design Template – 10 pts. 

 

2. Research Journal (90 points) 

The Research Journal will be a place for you to research, collect and brainstorm ideas for 

your Curriculum Project and working philosophy of art education throughout the semester.  

Your research will be completed either in a hardbound sketchbook or on a personal blog. 

Examples of Research Journal expectations will be shared in class.   

 

A class Pinterest site will serve as a place for shared resources and will also provide a space 

for me to see your Curriculum Research process/progress. As listed on the course calendar, 

you will be required to either upload sketchbook pages or link to blog posts which show 

your research progress throughout the semester. You can also pin to the other boards on 

our class site as you feel inspired! 

 4 Posts: Weeks 7, 10, 11, & 13 (15 points each = 60 points) 

Posts assessed based on depth and breadth of investigation, creative connections, 

and explorations of new ideas 

 Share Research on 4/2 or 4/9 (15 points) 

Assessed based on same criteria as above, plus inventive development of 

curriculum ideas 

 Overall depth, quality, and creativity of research and idea development, including 

personal philosophy of art education, as evidence in either sketchbook or personal 

blog(15 points) 

 

3. Contextual Research (30 points) 

I will make arrangements for you to visit a local art classroom to perform contextual 

research, which will involve spending time in the classroom, talking with the art teacher, 

and talking with the students.  A detailed handout with more information about this 

assignment will be provided. The result of your research will be a poster project to be 

shared with the class. 

 

Curriculum Project (200 pts. = 40 %) 

Throughout the semester you will design a curriculum that explores a theme or issue through a series 

of activities and planned experiences that engage learners in artistic and critical dialogue about 

works of art and in meaningful studio activities and inquiries. Your curriculum project must be based 

on a concept, issue, or theme that involves learners in contemporary art-making and inquiry 
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processes. Your curriculum design must be centered around the work of at least one living artist who 

creates contemporary art (a term we shall define) and one artist from art history (we will also define 

this term). The work of these two artists must correlate conceptually or thematically and will form the 

basis of your curriculum rationale. Your curriculum will also consist of at least one artistic/art-making 

process that supports your concept, issue, or theme. Artists and concepts/issues/themes must be 

approved prior to the approval of your curriculum design. You are expected to do significant 

research concerning the artists, artworks, themes, concepts, and processes you present and to make 

extensive use of a wide range of resources: library, campus, online, and community, for example. 

 

Each curriculum project must include a rationale that articulates the significance of the content and 

approach to teaching you have chosen. The rationale must be complemented by a series of 

learning activities, strategies, and outcomes that you will directly link to assessment strategies. All 

relevant Pennsylvania art standards and national standards must be included in your curriculum 

design. Your curriculum design should provide a tentative scope and sequence, with the 

understanding that the curriculum is ideally negotiated in the interaction between teachers and 

learners as they develop a collaborative learning relationship to one another, works of art, and the 

issues they raise. A detailed handout with criteria and due dates will be shared with you early in the 

semester. 

 

ASSESSMENT, EVALUATION & GRADING CRITERIA 

Student final grades will be based upon the quality of work, the intensity of participation inside and 

outside class, and professionalism (promptness, social interaction, and teamwork). Learners who fulfill 

all required assignments thoroughly and thoughtfully, contribute positively to the general climate of 

the class, are open and receptive to ideas and suggestions, and challenge or expand the 

expectations of the course are capable of earning a “B” in this course. Learners who consistently do 

all of the above as well as exceed expectations and display exceptional effort and involvement to 

the class an “A.” 

 

Grade Category Point Values and Weights 

In Class Discussions & Participation   50 points (10 %) 

Written Responses      100 points (20 %) 

Curriculum Research     150 points (30%) 

Curriculum Project      200 points (40 %) 

Total        500 points 

 

A work reflects a very high level of conceptual understanding of course content. Work at this level is 

free of grammatical, punctuation, and mechanical errors and reads like a scholarly paper eligible for 

publication consideration in a journal or book. Writing is free of casual vocabulary and jargon and 

reflects serious scholarly integrity. The content of the work suggests a curiosity and engagement with 

the content indicative of a student interested in advancing the field and the construction of new 

knowledge. Arguments are supported with references to literature in the field and meet or exceed 

the assignment requirements. 
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B work reflects a high level of conceptual understanding of course content. Work at this level has few 

grammatical, punctuation, and mechanical errors and reads like a scholarly paper eligible for 

publication consideration in a journal or book pending minor revisions. Writing is free of casual 

vocabulary and jargon and reflects scholarly integrity. The content of the work suggests an interest 

with the content and possible desire to know more about the topics under discussion. Most 

arguments are supported with references to literature in the field and meet assignment requirements. 

 

C work reflects a satisfactory level of conceptual understanding of course content. Work at this level 

may have several grammatical, punctuation, and mechanical errors and read like a paper 

submitted for publication consideration in a journal or book that requires major revisions. 

Writing may contain casual vocabulary and jargon and reflect minimal scholarly integrity. The 

content of the work suggests little curiosity and engagement with the content. Most arguments are 

supported with minimal references to literature in the field and meet assignment requirements. 

 

D work reflects less than satisfactory conceptual understanding of course content. Work at this level 

will have several grammatical, punctuation, and mechanical errors and read like a paper that 

should not be submitted for publication consideration in a journal or book or one that would be 

rejected by the editor and/or reviewers. Writing will contain casual vocabulary and jargon and 

reflect minimal or no scholarly integrity. The content of the work suggests little or no curiosity and 

engagement with the content. Arguments are not supported or are supported with opinions or 

minimal references to literature in the field and may meet assignment requirements. 

 

F work reflects unsatisfactory conceptual understanding of course content. Work at this level will 

have numerous grammatical and mechanical errors and show no indications of being eligible for 

submission for publication consideration. Writing will contain casual vocabulary and jargon and 

reflect no scholarly integrity. The content of the work suggests no curiosity and engagement with the 

content. Arguments are not supported or are based on opinions rather than course content and 

literature in the field and do not meet assignment requirements. 

 

Grade Scale: 100-95 A, 94-90 A-, 89-87 B+, 86-83 B, 82-80 B-, 79-77 C+, 76-73 C, 72-63 D, below 62 F.  

 

Late assignments will not be accepted for credit. Partial credit is better than no credit. 

Each student is responsible for turning in her or his work on time and for keeping up with assignments. 

All class assignments must be submitted electronically to ANGEL unless otherwise noted. Be sure to 

submit your work on time. Become familiar with ANGEL and the process for submitting work well 

before the due date. 

 

ATTENDANCE  

Learners are expected to attend every class session and lack of attendance will be counted against 

a student’s final grade. Learners will be expected to attend every scheduled class session and to be 

on time, ready to begin class at the scheduled course time. Beginning with the third unexcused 

absence, a student's final grade will be lowered by one grade increment (i.e. A to A-; B- to C+).  

Frequent or chronic tardiness will also result in the lowering of the student’s final grade.   
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If a student knows she or he will be absent, they need to notify the professor in advance by sending 

an e-mail message to cad146@psu.edu regarding the reason for the absence. Cases of illness 

concerning the student’s own health or those of an immediate family member (life-threatening 

situations only) are legitimate excuses for missed classes. Other, acceptable reasons include legal 

obligations, religious holidays, and participation in university-sponsored out of town sports 

competitions, and educational conferences and activities as required by particular program of 

studies.  

 

When a student is absent, she or he is responsible for all material covered in class and it is the 

student’s responsibility to find out what was missed. Learners should consult with classmates about 

missed course content before making an appointment to visit with the professor to cover missed 

material. Learners will be provided with a reasonable opportunity to make up missed work. For more 

information on University attendance policies, visit 

http://senate.psu.edu/policies/42-00.html#42-27 

 

COURSE ETIQUETTE 

 Learners should be respectful of the professor and other learners during class discussions. Cell 

phones must be turned on “silent” or “vibrate” during class sessions. If learners are expecting 

an important call during class they should quietly step outside to answer the incoming call. 

Learners will be asked to leave the class session if the professor decides a student is a 

disruption. 

 Food and beverages may be consumed during class but learners must clean up after 

themselves. The professor will rescind the privilege of food and beverage consumption during 

class if learners behave irresponsibly and do not clean-up after themselves. 

 Use of laptops, tablets, smart phones, or cell phones in class for non-class assignments will not 

be tolerated by the professor (such as sending and receiving e-mail not related to the course) 

and the professor reserves the right to restrict learners from bringing and using laptops, tablets, 

smart phones, and cell phones in class as a result of such misuse. 

 A fundamental concept of art education theory and practice is the belief that knowledge 

and understanding are constructed through active engagement and reflection. Learners are 

expected to demonstrate vocal participation and full attention in each class, and 

demonstrate professional commitment and scholarly inquiry at all times.  Learners should also 

be prepared to experience conflict should it arise during class discussions. Remember we are 

a diverse group with diverse ideas and opinions, beliefs, and life experiences. Learners are 

expected to be accepting and respectful of others during class discussions and assignments. 

 

SAFETY INFORMATION 

Students in the School of Visual Arts may find themselves working in the shop or in their studios or 

classrooms using a variety of power and hand held equipment, which may cause injury. Students 

should use the shop only after having received an orientation in the use of such equipment and 

when supervised by faculty or shop personnel. Should any injuries occur, in the shop, studios, or 

classrooms in the School of Visual Arts please report them to Matt Olson, Shop Supervisor, Room 108-A 

Visual Arts Building, Phone: 814-865-3962, email: mjo5165@psu.edu. 

 

http://senate.psu.edu/policies/42-00.html#42-27
mailto:mjo5165@psu.edu
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ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

University Policies and Rules Guidelines states that academic integrity is the pursuit of scholarly activity 

in an open, honest and responsible manner. Academic integrity is a basic guiding principle for all 

academic activity at The Pennsylvania State University, and all members of the University community 

are expected to act in accordance with this principle. Consistent with this expectation, the 

University's Code of Conduct states that all students should act with personal integrity, respect other 

students' dignity, rights and property, and help create and maintain an environment in which all can 

succeed through the fruits of their efforts. Academic integrity includes a commitment not to engage 

in or tolerate acts of falsification, misrepresentation or deception. Such acts of dishonesty violate the 

fundamental ethical principles of the University community and compromise the worth of work 

completed by others. 

Academic dishonesty includes but is not limited to acts such as cheating on exams or assignments; 

plagiarizing the words or ideas of another; fabricating information or citations; facilitating acts of 

academic dishonesty by others; claiming authorship of work done by another person; submitting 

work completed in previous classes; and/or submitting the same work to multiple classes in which a 

student is enrolled simultaneously. 

Accessibility  

Penn State welcomes students with disabilities into the University's educational programs. Every Penn 

State campus has an office for students with disabilities. The Office for Disability Services (ODS) Web 

site provides contact information for every Penn State campus: http://equity.psu.edu/ods/dcl. For 

further information, please visit the Office for Disability Services Web site: http://equity.psu.edu/ods.  

In order to receive consideration for reasonable accommodations, you must contact the 

appropriate disability services office at the campus where you are officially enrolled, participate in 

an intake interview, and provide documentation: http://equity.psu.edu/ods/guidelines. If the 

documentation supports your request for reasonable accommodations, your campus’s disability 

services office will provide you with an accommodation letter. Please share this letter with your 

instructors and discuss the accommodations with them as early in your courses as possible. You must 

follow this process for every semester that you request accommodations. 

 

http://equity.psu.edu/ods/dcl
http://equity.psu.edu/ods
http://equity.psu.edu/ods/guidelines

